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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-21 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on December 27, 2006 was filed 
after the mailing date of the non-final Office action on September 11, 2006. The submission is 
in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States: 

Claims 1- are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Okuda et al (JP 
2001157690). 

With respect to claim 1: Okuda teaches a pants-type disposable wearing article 1, comprising: 
a liquid-impervious base sheet (comprising sheets 3,5) defining front and rear waist regions 
opposed to each other and a crotch region D extending in a longitudinal direction of said article 
between said front and rear waist regions (Fig. 1); a liquid-absorbent panel 4 extending over 



Application/Control Number: 10/764,589 ' Page 3 

Art Unit: 3761 

said crotch region D and further into said front and rear waist regions; said base sheet having, in 
said front and rear waist regions, a waist-surrounding end zone extending in a transverse 
direction of said article, a pair of waist lateral zones extending in the longitudinal direction and, 
in said crotch region D, a pair of crotch lateral zones extending in leg-surrounding directions, 
respectively; said base sheet being provided with a waist-surrounding first elastic member 22 
extending in the transverse direction along said waist-surrounding end zone and being 
contractible in said transverse direction, a plurality of waist-surrounding second elastic members 
21 lying below said first elastic members 22 and being contractible in. said transverse direction, 
and a plurality of leg-surrounding elastic members 61 extending along said crotch lateral zones 
in the leg-surrounding directions, respectively, and being contractible in said leg-surrounding 
directions, respectively; said second elastic members 21 being located in said crotch region D 
and said front and rear waist regions and spaced apart one from another by a predetermined 
interval in said longitudinal direction; and said waist lateral zones being connected together to 
form a waist-hole and a pair of leg-holes; wherein each of said second elastic members 21 has 
fixed end portions 10A secured to said waist lateral zones and said crotch lateral zones in 
vicinities of respective side edges of said lateral zones, and a free middle portion 12A 
connecting and extending between said fixed end portions 10A across said panel in said 
transverse direction and being directly secured neither to said base sheet nor to said panel; and 
said free middle portions 12A of said second elastic members 21 and said leg-surrounding 
elastic members 61 cross (Figs. 1,2), without intersecting, one another in at least said crotch 
lateral zones and are not secured together at their crossing points by virtue of the crossing point 
being located in the free portion region 12A. (^0005-0007,0009,001 1,0014,0015) 
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With respect to claim 2: The fixed end portions 10A of the second elastic members 21 located 
in said crotch region D are closer to the respective side edges of said crotch lateral zones than 
said leg-surrounding elastic members. (Figs. 1,2) 

With respect to claim 3: The second elastic members 21 located in said at least one of said 
front and rear waist regions are applied in the expanded state and thus have a contracted state 
in which a dimension of said second elastic members as measured in the transverse direction is 
substantially the same as a transverse dimension of said panel as measured in the transverse 
direction between transversely opposite side edges of said panel, (fl 0009) 

With respect to claim 4: The base sheet comprises a first sheet 3 and a second sheet 5 
comprised of two layers (Fig. 5), said first sheet 3 being sandwiched between said panel 4 and 
said second sheet 5; and said first and second elastic members 22,21, as well as said leg- 
surrounding elastic members are interposed between said first sheet 3 and said second sheet 5. 

With respect to claim 5: The base sheet has a third sheet (inner layer of sheet 5) interposed 
between said first sheet 3 and the second sheet, or outer layer of sheet 5 and said second 
elastic members 21 are interposed between said first and third sheets 3,5 (Fig. 5); said leg- 
surrounding elastic members 61 are interposed between the pair of sheets other than the pair of 
sheets sandwiching said second elastic members 21; and said second elastic members 21 are 
separated from said leg-surrounding elastic members 61 by said third sheet lying between said 
second and leg-surrounding elastic members 21, 61, respectively, thereby ensuring that said 
second elastic members 21 are not secured to said leg-surrounding elastic members 61 at the 
crossover points of said second and leg-surrounding elastic members 21 ,61 . 
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With respect to claim 6: Article 1 further comprises a plurality of welding spots at which the 
sheets sandwiching said second elastic members 21 are bonded together; wherein said welding 
spots are formed in vicinities 10A of transversely opposite side edges of said panel, lie between 
each pair of adjacent free middle portions 12A of said second elastic members 21 and are 
spaced apart one from another by a predetermined distance in said longitudinal direction. 
(10015) 

With respect to claim 7: The panel 4 comprises a liquid-pervious upper layer sheet 2 adapted to 
face a wearer's skin, and a liquid-absorbent core interposed between said upper layer sheet 
and said base sheet. (U0005) 

With respect to claim 8: Okuda teaches a pants-type disposable wearing article 1, comprising: 
a liquid-impervious base sheet defining a front waist region, a rear waist region, and a crotch 
region extending between the front waist region and the rear waist region in a longitudinal 
direction of said article, said front and rear waist regions being attached to each other along 
transversely opposite side edges thereof so as to form a waist-hole and a pair of leg-holes (Fig. 
1); a liquid-absorbent panel attached to an inner side of said base sheet; a first elastic member 
22 extending along a peripheral edge of said waist-hole; a plurality of second elastic members 
21 extending across said liquid-absorbent panel in at least one of said front and rear waist 
regions and between the transversely opposite side edges of said front and rear waist regions; 
and a plurality of third elastic members 61 extending along peripheral edges of said leg-holes; 
wherein each of said second elastic members 21 has opposite end portions 10A located 
outward beyond transversely opposite side edges of said liquid-absorbent panel and being 
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secured to said base sheet, and a middle portion 12A connecting said opposite end portions, 
extending between the transversely opposite side edges of said liquid-absorbent panel, and 
being free of direct attachment to both said base sheet and said liquid-absorbent panel; and 
wherein the middle portions 12A of said second elastic members 21 cross over said third 
elastic members 61 and are not secured to said third elastic members 61 at crossover points of 
said second and third elastic members 21,61. 
(11110005-0007,0009,0011,0014,0015) 

With respect to claim 9: The article 1 has a relaxed state in which the middle portions of said 
second elastic members are allowed to contract to a transverse dimension which, as measured 
in a transverse direction of said article, is substantially the same as or slightly larger than a 
transverse dimension of said panel as measured in the transverse direction between the 
transversely opposite side edges thereof. (1J0009) 

With respect to claim 10: Each of said second elastic members is entirely free of direct 
attachment to said base sheet except at the opposite end portions. (fflI0009,0014,0015) 

With respect to claim 11: The base sheet comprises first and second sheets, specifically sheets 
3 and the outer layer of sheet 5, wherein the said first sheet 3 is disposed between said liquid- 
absorbent panel and said second sheet, and said second and third elastic members 
21, 61, respectively, are disposed between said first and second sheets (Fig. 5); said base sheet 
further comprises a third sheet (i.e. the inner layer of sheet as seen in Fig. 5) disposed between 
said first sheet 3 and said second sheet; and said second elastic members 21 are separated 
from said third elastic members 61 by said third sheet lying between said second and third 
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elastic members, thereby ensuring that said second elastic members 21 are not secured to said 
third elastic members 61 at the crossover points of said second and third elastic members. 

With respect to claim 12: The base sheet further comprises bonding spots joining said first and 
second sheets in regions located between the middle portions 12A of adjacent said second 
elastic members 21, said bonding spots limiting displacement of the middle portions of said 
second elastic members in the longitudinal direction of said article without affecting contraction 
of said middle portions in a transverse direction of said article. (Iffi0014,0015) 

Okuda does not teach that said second elastic members 21 are disposed between said 
second sheet 3 and said third sheet, and thus does not teach bonds between said second and 
third sheets. However, such positioning of said second elastics between the layers of the base 
sheet is well known in the art, thus it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the device of Okuda so as to position the second elastics between the second and third sheets 
with a reasonable expectation of success, since the device of Okuda seeks to solve a similar 
problem in the art, i.e. providing an absorbent article with elastics for proper fit. 

With respect to claim 13:. The base sheet comprises first and second sheets, said first sheet is 
disposed between said liquid-absorbent panel and said second sheet, and said second elastic 
members 21 are disposed between said first and second sheets (Fig. 5); said base sheet further 
comprising bonding spots joining said first and second sheets in 

regions located between the middle portions of adjacent said second elastic members, said 
bonding spots limiting displacement of the middle portions of said second elastic members in 
the longitudinal direction of said article without affecting contraction of said middle portions in a 
transverse direction of said article. (flfi0014,0015) 
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With respect to claim 14: Some of said bonding spots are arranged along said transversely 
opposite side edges of said panel and between entire said panel on the one hand and the end 
portions of said second elastic members on the other hand. (Fig. 1) (ffl|0014,0015) 

With respect to claim 15: The base sheet, in an entire region 12A underlying said panel, is free 
of said bonding spots, (ffij 0014,0015) 

With respect to claim 16: The bonding spots are presented between every pair of adjacent said 
second elastic members 21 so as to prevent said adjacent second elastic members from 
forming a bundle with each other, flffl 0014,0015) 

With respect to claim 17: The base sheet comprises first and second sheets, namely sheet 3 
and the outer layer of sheet 5, said first sheet 3 is disposed between said liquid-absorbent panel 
and said second sheet, and said second elastic members 21 are disposed between said first 
and second sheets; said article 1 further comprising at least one third sheet (i.e. the inner layer 
of sheet 5), said third sheet being disposed between said second elastic member and said 
second sheet, and secured to" said second sheet. (Fig. 5) 

Okuda does not teach that said third sheet carries printed indicia in a region 
corresponding to the middle portions 12A of said second elastic members 21. Pozniak teaches 
an absorbent article having printed indicia which extend transversely across the front waist 
region of said article that, when combined with the article of Okuda, would correspond to the 
middle portions 12A taught by Okuda. Pozniak teaches that these indicia serve as a guide for 
proper fastening and fit of the diaper, therefore it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
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art to modify the device of Okuda so as to contain a third sheet carrying printed indicia as taught 
by Pozniak to ensure proper fastening and fit of the article. 

With respect to claim 18: The base sheet comprises first and second sheets, namely sheet 3 
and the outer layer of sheet 5, and said second and third elastic members 21,61, respectively, 
are disposed between said first and second sheets; said base sheet further comprising a 
plurality of adhesive zones bonding said first and second sheets and end portions of said third 
elastic members 61 together; each of said adhesive zones being disposed, in the longitudinal 
direction, between the middle portions 12A of one pair of adjacent said second elastic members 
21, and, in a transverse direction of said article, between entire said panel on the one hand and 
one of the end portions 10A of each of said second elastic members 21 in said pair on the other 
hand, flffl 001 5,0022) 

With respect to claim 19: Each of said adhesive zones is spaced in the longitudinal direction of 
said article from the middle portions 12A of the adjacent second elastic members 21 between 
which said adhesive zone is disposed, (ffij 0015,0022) 

With respect to claim 20: Each of said adhesive zones is elongated in the transverse direction 
of said article, and spaced in said transverse direction from the end portions 10A of the- adjacent 
second elastic-members 21 between which said adhesive zone is disposed, (fl 0015,0022) 

With respect to claim 21: Article 1 further comprises a plurality of further adhesive zones 
different from the adhesive zones that bond said first and second sheets and the end portions of 
said third elastic members 61 together, said further adhesive zones bonding the end portions 
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10A of the second elastic members to the base sheet; wherein each of said adhesive zones is 
spaced in said transverse direction from the further adhesive zones at the end portions of the 
adjacent second elastic members 21, between which said adhesive zone is disposed. (U 
0015,0022) 

With respect to claim 22: The third sheet being disposed between said second elastic member 
21 and said second sheet, and secured to said second sheet. (Fig. 5) Okuda does not teach a 
third sheet that carries printed indicia in a region corresponding to the middle portions of said 
second elastic members. 

Pozniak teaches an absorbent article having printed indicia that extend transversely 
across the front waist region of said article that, when combined with the article of Okuda, would 
correspond to the middle portions 12A taught by Okuda. Pozniak teaches that these indicia 
serve as a guide for proper fastening and fit of the diaper, therefore it would be obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify the device of Okuda so as to contain a third sheet carrying 
printed indicia as taught by Pozniak to ensure proper fastening and fit of the article. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's submission of an information disclosure statement under 37 CFR 1.97(c) with 
the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p) on December 27,2006 prompted the new ground(s) of 
rejection presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See 
MPEP § 609.04(b). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
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MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date 
of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Melanie J. Hand whose telephone number is 571-272-6464. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 8:00-5:30, alternate Fridays 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tatyana Zalukaeva can be reached on 571 -272-1 1 1 5. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Melanie J Hand 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3761 



March 3, 2007 




TATYANA ZALUj^EVA 
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